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The Thesis Introduced

Can Faith Alone Save?
James 2:14a - Part 1
Introduction:

I.  A Controversial Passage

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?”

This is one of the most important, and most controversial and most misunderstood passages in the Bible. The most quoted verses on the Web.
Key Words: faith and works - They are used together 10 times in these 13 verses.

Question: [According to this context] Can faith without works save him? Answer: No!

Question: Can faith with works save him? Answer: Yes!
Question: Faith with works saves him from what? Answer: A profitless life.
Question: What does faith without works profit? Answer: Nothing! – A useless religion (1:26) [What does faith alone profit?]
Question: What does faith with works produce? Answer: A Profitable life, “you do well” (2:8)
Question: What does faith with works profit? [Context]

Answer:  Salvation! What kind? – “able to save your soul/life” (1:21)

Patience (1:3)

Perfection and Completion (1:4)

Blessing (1:12a; 25b)

Approval (1:12b)

The Crown of Life (1:12c) and heir of the Kingdom (2:5)

Righteousness of God (1:20)

Mercy (2:13) 
Being called “a friend of God” (2:23, 4:4)
Justification before men (2:24)
A Stricter Judgment (3:1)
Save a life from physical death and cover a multitude of sins (5:20)
Question: Can a man be justified by faith alone? Answer: No! (2:24) According to James, “…a man [Abraham] and a woman [Rahab] is justified “dikaios” by works.” (2:21; 25), and not by faith alone.
Question: Was Abraham and Rahab justified by the works of the Law? Answer: No! 
“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” (Romans 3:20)

“For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.” (4:2)

“But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness.” (4:5)
Question: Can you profit or earn eternal life? Answer: NO!
Question: How can you profit eternal life? Answer: You can’t! You can only receive it. 

Question: How do you receive eternal life? Answer: By believing in Jesus.
II. A Salvation Context

The Key Question: What kind of salvation does James refer? What kind of life is saved? Answer: Physical and Spiritual life [Context]
Salvation from the penalty of sin is not the issue, but how to overcome sin in our daily lives. James is about being found approved before God (1:12), not acceptance,
John 1:12
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:”

Most used it as an argument to prove that you can’t get to heaven without faith and works.
Front-Loaders – Works are a requirement for salvation from Hell - Holiness groups, old-line Pentecostals, Wesleyan Methodists, Roman Catholics, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and some Lutherans.
[Martin Luther called James an Epistle of straw and said that it was not inspired].
Back-Loaders – Works are not a requirement, but a necessary element of salvation from Hell – Puritans, Reformed and Other Lordships Groups – “You are saved by faith alone, but works must necessarily follow.” (A belief that behaves - Guy King)
III. The Theme and Outline
A. The Theme: “Faith without works is dead.” (2:17, 20)
B. The Outline:
1. The Thesis Introduced – 2:14 

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?”

2. The Thesis Illustrated – 2:15-17 
“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

3. The Thesis Attacked – 2:18-19 

“But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe -- and tremble!”
4. The Thesis Proved – 2:20-26
“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”
